Consciousness and disturbances of consciousness.
The problem of consciousness is discussed briefly, including the contrary views of consciousness as a transcendental phenomenon and as an animistic fiction. Measurement of consciousness is possible only indirectly by means of quantitative assessment of accompanying behavioral deficits. Knowledge of the structural basis of consciousness is incomplete. The ascending reticular activating system (ARAS) is necessary for the maintenance of the state of consciousness. The monoamine and a great number of descending projections modulate the ARAS. The contents of consciousness depend also on telencephalic structures, primarily on the telencephalic cortex. Certain localized telencephalic lesions bring about disturbances of consciousness. The role of the corpus callosum in the problem of consciousness is discussed (one brain--two minds hypothesis). Then a classification of the various disturbances of consciousness is proposed. The term "disturbances of vigilance" is used for all disturbances of consciousness which are caused by a lesion in or a functional disorder of the ARAS or any of its modulating subsystems. The term "disturbances of the contents of consciousness" refers to disturbances of consciousness due to global or localized lesions or functional disorders of telencephalic structures. A list of characteristic features is given for each class of disturbances of consciousness.